A representative squash of an early embryo is shown in Figure  1 . The cytoplasm is readily observed by phase contrast ( Figure  1A ) and by differential interference contrast ( Figure   1B ) and the nuclei are shown by fluorescence microscopy after Hoechst 33258 stain ( Figure  1C ). Within the squash many (Figure  2A,B) . The small nucleus seen at the edge of the eggshell in Figure  2A is one of the polar bodies.
As the embryo develops up to the 400-cell stage, the squash size increases threefold ( Figure  2C As development proceeds the nuclei become less discrete ( Figure  2E ,F). The squash size reaches a minimum when a small worm is formed ( Figure  2F) et al., 1978) are also shown in Figure  3 . The 
